[The value of cognitive evoked potentials in assessing the effectiveness of methylphenidate treatment in children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder].
To investigate the changes of the latency and amplitude of P300 in relation to methylphenidate (MPH) medication. 36 children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and 18 children as control group were tested with an auditory and visual oddball paradigm both before and 1.5 h after a single dose trial of MPH. MPH increased the amplitude and the latency of the visual and auditory P300 component In the ADHD group the latency of the P300 component was longer and the amplitude smaller than in the control group. These results suggests that MPH acts to improve processing of cognitive information in children with ADHD where no differences with normal children are present.